








How does it work? 

Countries who have become party to the Convention (States parties) must submit regular reports to 
the Committee, on a four-year cycle basis or at the Committee's request, on how the rights of the 
Convention are implemented. During its sessions the Committee considers the reports and addresses 
its concerns and recommendations to the State party in the form of concluding observations. Then, 
the State has to apply and implement the Committee's recommendations, until its next review. 

CEDAW review process: 

, 

• 
A State party writes his report 
and submits it to the Committee. 

-
Pre-Review by the Committee : The 
Committee members review the report 
and prepare a list of critical issues and 
questions (usually no more than 30) for 
each reporting State scheduled two 
sessions ahead. This list is sent to the 
State party, with a request to 
respond within 6 weeks . 

.. 
Report Review: The CEDAW session 
begins reviewing the report and 
response to the list of critical issues 
and questions, then the Committee 
and State parties discuss in plenary. 

The Committee drafts Concluding 
Observations, including concerns and 
Recommendations. 

Application and implementation of 
the recommendations by the State 

Four years later or at the Committee's 
request, the State writes his new 
reports and submits it to the 
Committee, and so on. 

I 

Because the Convention does not provide for all particular situations, article 21 enables the 
Committee to formulate General Recommendations (hereafter GR) to deepen and gather information 
regarding an article, a specific question or theme of the Convention. By this way, it addresses 
crosscutting issues and develops the interpretation of the Convention's standards and the binding 
obligations arising therefrom. It also provides authoritative guidance to State parties to exercise due 
diligence to protect women and girls' rights. 

To date, there are 38 General Recommendations under CEDAW Convention (as of December 2020). 
The GR34 about Rural Women is particularly relevant because it is the first time that a binding treaty 
recognizes the right of rural women to Free, Prior and Informed Consent for development projects on 
their land. It also addresses many aspects of rural women's right to access land, and explicitly mention 
Indigenous Women. Other relevant GR are GR19 on gender-based violence against women, GR26 on 
women migrant workers, and GR27 on older women. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Comments.aspx
https://undocs.org/CEDAW/C/GC/34
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT/CEDAW/GEC/3731&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/2009/WP.1/R&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/2009/WP.1/R&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/GC/27&Lang=en






https://www.madre.org/take-action




How civil society can raise voices through CEDAW processes 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations are invited to play a 
significant role in monitoring and implementing the CEDAW review process, providing country specific 
information. They can do it by three ways: 

Submit reports or country specific information on 
particular issues they would like the CEDAW Committee 
to include in the list of issues and questions formulated by 
the pre-sessional working group. 

Attend pre-session or session working groups and 
provide information orally in plenary. Such interventions 
must be concise and coordination between NGOs 
from the same country is encouraged. 

Submit alternative reports for the CEDAW session. 
They can take two forms: a. A shadow report: critical 
evaluation of an official report submitted by a state 
party; b. An independent report: when a State party 
has not shared its report prior to the session. 

Information can be submitted as a shadow report up until one month before the pre-session meeting 
to cedaw@ohchr.org or through IWRAW AP (International Women's Right Action Watch Asia Pacific), an 
NGO that is accredited with the CEDAW Secretariat to submit NGO reports. 

Besides, NGOs and civil society organizations can contribute in different ways in the implementation 
and promotion of the Convention: 

- Working with their Governments on the implementation of CEDAW
- Providing technical assistance to Governments
- Writing the Government's Periodic Report to CEDAW (even partially)
- Voting for the composition of the CEDAW Committee through lobbying their governments.

mailto:cedaw@ohchr.org


https://www.madre.org/CEDAW4IWG
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/TBSearch.aspx?Lang=en&TreatyID=3&DocTypeID=5
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/publicationsresources/pages/factsheets.aspx
https://cedaw.iwraw-ap.org/for-ngos/
https://www.iwraw-ap.org/resources/participation-in-the-cedaw-reporting-process-process-and-guidelines-for-writing-a-shadow-alternative-report-part-1-2/
https://www.iwraw-ap.org/resource_type/shadow-report-guideline/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Comments.aspx
https://fimi-iiwf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GlobalStudyFIMI_20-englishRGB-2.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/nelasnow/





